and land use in the communal farming areas since colonization are discussed in the second section. The third part describes the main geographical features of the study area. The fourth part of the paper outlines the methodology used to map and analyse the changes in land use in the study area. Results of the analysis are discussed in the fifth section of the paper. The deteriorating man-land ratio, combined with the implementation of government policies, forced the black population to change to a more permanent system of agriculture during the first two or so decades of this century. Unfortunately, the change has not been accompanied by a compensating in crease in agricultural productivity, mainly because before independence African farmers were descrimi nated against by the colonial administration which sought to protect the agricultural commodities markets for the exclusive benefit of white settler farmers (Ndlela 1981) . The adoption of a permanent system of agriculture and the resultant loss of fallow led to a decline in soil fertility and a reduction in crop land degradation have also been conducted during the last few years (Mazambani 1980; Munzwa 1979; Wihtlow 1979 Wihtlow , 1980 Wihtlow , 1987 . Using data from a nationwide sample of aerial photographs, Wihtlow (1980) In mapping from the aerial photographs, land uses were classified into five categories: (i) cultivated land,
(ii) land covered with dense woody vegetation, (iii) land occupied by sparse woodland and grass, (iv) land used for farm settlement, and (v) clearly visible on the land use map for 1956, with linear settlement separating large blocks of arable and grazing land on either side (Fig. 2) . Areas of broken relief, particularly in the extreme northeast and southwest, were devoid of cultivation in conformity with the rigid soil conservation and land use control measures in force at the time. By 1964, the only intrusion of settlement and cultivation into land designated as grazing had occurred to the east of Sadza service centre where a religious sect had been permitted to establish a church and a small settlement (Fig. 3) . Unlike the Native Land Husbandry Act, involving the cultivation of almost all the available land within the prescribed arable zones, was therefore extended quite substantially into areas previously designated for grazing (Fig. 4) The reduction in the amount of unoccupied land for use as grazing, from four-fifths to two-thirds of the total area between 1964 and 1984, has implications on livestock farming and environmental degradation.
Since the early 1960's when government destocking programmes in the communal farming areas were stopped, the number of livestock, mainly cattle and goats, in the area has steadily increased while the grazing land has diminished in both size and quality. The result of this deterioration in the animal/land ratio has been progressive overgrazing and wide spread sheet and gully erosion.
Concluding remarks
The paper has attempted to explain the evolution of settlement and land uses in the subsistence farming areas of Zimbabwe.
It has been argued that the 
